Will it last? The majesty
of Hook and Hardy
Foeefs o the Great
Barrier Reel
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It's no secret that we could lose the Great
Barrier Reef to climate change. Our correspondent

puts on a snorkel to report on the state of the reef
that attracts a million visitors a year




hannelling Mick Jagper was the
thing I'd imagined 'd be
doing when | eagerly signed up
for four days cruisang the Great
Barrier Reel But life, while not
necessarily like a box of chocolates, i indeed
ludl & surpnses
Standing on the lower deck of the 35m
expedition ship Conal Princess 2. we, a group
of 20, prepare for our induction on ooean
|_'|::_||_||_'I‘.{' H._:\-.'l:'._i‘. |:.'-.'.~\.|'|'|I|'-:1 themselvwes
as quiet personalities, our onboand manne
I:|||::-Z:_|1=.|;:I Joah and dinve instractor Alice
tramsharm during snorke| training
With the water glowing a brlliant blee just
metres away, the o musdes use Serous-
lesoking hand signals and entertaining
improvisation in the name of Squpping
us 1o navigate the World Heritape-listed
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1 mask. Hippers and Snorkiel
ke who have snorkelled
haldren, I'm seeptical about

the need for training. bt it's an international

Laks msi peo

crwd and many of myf lellow snomellers ane
newices. Happihy, listening pays off

1 learn oy miask should be tght enough
to stay on without a strap (some gentle
head shaking reveals mine i nod) and, & a

Mick Jagperesque purse of the lips should

StOp waber entenng my snorkel, | work on
developing the big, blubbery ip movements
Jedh and Abee perlodmm wikh &ase

Chvar the next four days, we visit remote
el and ungooiled izlancds and raval from
Cairns to Cookiown in our quest to engoy the
dieficate marine emvironment that is one ol
Australia’s major tournst attractions
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little physical activity on my reef wanders,
distracted by the prospect of good food, a
bar with a view and the spa on the top deck
So it o wonder that my :_||_~.. PUTSE o real
as | read my snomellers mdemnity ko,
1 alerts swimemers (more than onoe) thal
“snorkelling s a strenuous activity
F30 kalom
rerninds us, TS0 just Swirm Slowdy
Wil Yol Can :

secretly, | wonder what | will ee. With

growing awareness of climate change, it's

“The reef is etres bong,” Josh

wau i see

o Seerel [hal SCeEnlslE, enironmentahsts
and the aver e Australian are all concermed
adsout the fubure of U reel

Cf our marine emvironments, reefs harbous
the warld 5 highest concenrallons of manne
hiodiversity The complex ecosystem ol the

Lireat Barmer Reel 5 no exception, with 100
species of fish, 350 corml species and anund
BOO types of echinoderms (starfish, sea
urching efc) coexisting with marine mammals,
seatirds, malluses and, ol course, 1 mithon
divers and smorks

Preparing to enter the tropical waters. I'm
most interested in the coral Corald bleaching is
the most visible of the reel’s concerns and,
as the issue is given 50 much press, | wonder
if I'm about to plunge into a field of white
rather than the vivid colours most visitors
o o S,

Ten years ago, manne bickogest Dr Ove
Hoegh-Guldberg predicted we would lose
the Great Barrier Beef to climate change far
SOONEr AN wWe [houeEhl AS |!'|l-;'||‘.|."|| ey
an ABC TV's Austrelion Story, he was howled
oW L:: i

“It's fair to say e was met by a lot of

SCEERICIS and no

5 B year

FRAITY of s

believed at Airst,”™ D
Charlie Veron, former chief scientist of the
fuistralian [nstunete of Marne Scences, 1old
Avarrafiza Srorp. "He was 100 per cent nght.
The Great Barrer Resf is just hanging on by

its fingernails.”

WITH 16 PER CENT
OF THE WORLD 5
CORAL REEFS
ALREADY LOST
FROM BLEACHING,
THE ISSUE IS OF
GLOBAL CONCERN.

Given the fects, I'm surprised by what |
see Ploating showiy around the sachsded

nbbon reefs Cor

| Princess visits regularly; the
OoEAn de PS4 |:f._|:.':.:.'r'-..|'.-:1 A% Impnessive
as promised in the brochures. [ pass hapgsy
hours observing parmat fish, marvelling at the
coral and nervously keeping an eye out lor
(harmbess vel fightening) reel’ sharks

But the experts are nght: coral beaching
is a serious theeat, This stress response
coours when the symbiotic relationshap
between the coral and the algae that live on i
[zoccanthellae) breals down.

Zocxanthellas may be ITCTOSC O bt thedr
presence within the coral s Dasee provides i
with baoth food and colour The breakdown i
usually associated with heat, but low water
salinity, pollutants and high Bght intensity can

also pronosie Bleaching




i ghit: Dr Crve

pheGuldberg who 100,
VEATS .:gu_;l-n;-:llq_t:d Wi |
woiskd lose (HFgEer 1o —

clamate change.

. the coral still has

[EESUE ik COMOLUE W 1 looks S
white,” says Dir Hay Berke

eeientist with the Australian Instituge
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With 16 per cent of the world's cosal reels

global

| the Maldives
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last 0 per cent al ther corals in 198948, when

every reel in the world was affected. Since

e rKIETTIATNS,
surveys on the impact of bleach
the reed, has fiown over the area |

snorkelling in and agrees that this section

W Bin

sill boows Fancase, Like olies | :-5'-_'.:1: (8}
after myy trip, he fesls the Great Barrier
Reel s current heallhy stale, compantd with
others worldwide, is due o its size, good
management and ald-fasnioned uck

“The Great Barrier Reef is huge, 50 patches
G WArTn Waler my :
but not necessarily humdreds of

I Sily's “In 2002, there wWere Somme

an ens of Kofmernes

xilometres,”
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where it wasn t bleached masch at all and

others where it was badly bleached

Both the deny-to-day and ongaing manage-
ment of the area falks 1o the Gregt Barmer
Reefl Mamne Park Authonty. The authonty's
Climate Change Directos, Dr Paul b ]
sars that despite three senous beach
|:|'-:_'||,.;::|||||1 the 1w realawide bleax |||.':_.'_:~ mn
1964 and 2002) recowerny |
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Weve been lucky that in thase events most

1 - - -
] survived,” he says. “If temperatunes
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i & Mt and won t TP

fewr yvears, which is bad news, but it's

rcTy Deller news [han dying:
It’s containhy AppreCiatid Oy VISIHOTE,

uthsough | hivee to wonder where the nest

of the Australians are, While Tourism

Lueensiand repons that of the 1 rmlion

visitors who dive or snorkel on the reef each

viear BOOLDOD ané Austral@an they e n ihe

minoaty on my boat. Germans, Canadians,

lralians and SCcandinavians make up a bl

PETCE » of my travel companions a

in the ree

chiEe? Lo Prrces.
n Australa, a fact

lo apprecian:

TOUT Oeeralors,

are accredited by Eco
15EAL WISIOrS SpHaEre
Internatsonal travelbers ane 5

o worry about their impact in travelling

here,” says Jill Broeam, a manager w
(reat Barrier
partnerships team. ™50 the mdustey 1S wi
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With a new climate change cericaton
program for reef operators garmenng plenty

and many Operalors now holding

al interest,

advanced ecotourism accreditations, the
Lreal Barmer Beel Manne Par .-'l.l_lll'::u:‘.:..'

s most operators (and visitors) pe

do the right thing. I7 thiat rernains the case, the
sty keeping the reel

b Selvenng world

future imvolves 5
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seientists such as Hoegh-Guldberg repart, it's
anly ome of e hreals the reel Faces uncer
he predicted conditeons of chmate change.

“The coral bleaching story is important,

we've found that almost every other

% Deng alfecied

@l [he ecosyslem
cays Blarshall, "Climarte

more than ghob

change i5 much
| warming and that's
particularly apganent when you look at

ids, painting ot

manne ecosysiems,” he a

thet stressors sech as overfish ng and kand

MO [POET Ivers leading ingo the resal can

DT COnCerned about the reel for many

ok : ;
yvears, She haz spent a great deal of time

campaigning bor protection of threatensed



= Get educated about marine
gnvironments: Australian
Institute of Marine Science
T AL
¢ Keep up with the latest
research; G Jarrier Reaf
Marine Park

¢ Travel with an eco-

accrodited GpErator: w
Lo MCOVE.aU OF W s
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standard operators

accregdited ongh

ABOUT ONE-THIRD OF THE CARBON DIOXIDE i thear

WE LEAK INTO THE ATMOSPHERE IS ABSORBED o compiacency abou e change.

BY THE OCEANS. THIS IS GOOD FOR LAND Bebimbeblilidol ©
YSTEMS. THE DOWNSIDE IS THAT THE el

IEMISTRY OF THE OCEANS IS CHANGING. Park. Coral Princes s peciic stes it
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