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Maui is greening up,
making it even more magical furﬂgisitqrs+
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ith heoury resoms lining one coastdine, and a

|J.r1;-: wind farm on another, vigitoss oo the lush

green landscape of Hawail's second langest

island, Maui, may be forgiven for fecling
confused abowr the island’s cop message.

Similarly, on this sprawling island a rental car is basically
essential (unless yOuU have a |:'|.|r|:i|.'|.|'|.1:r lirve |'|I:'|=i|4.'|'|[1ii-:i.|'|g'|-. Baut,
forunarely, 1 didn't have 1o hire a horrifying US gas-guzzler.
Instead, | plumped for Maui’s excellent bis-diese] car renial
aperation, Bio-Beetle. Ar over 600 km to a rank ir's unlikely
:.'n.ul.'": even have oo hll up Gnce r||.|ri|1t: your stay,

."'.n.-.-::-rl.|:|r|i'_ v the authors of Hawails new Green Traveler
L Guide (wum greentrapelerpuider. com) the green and the not-so-
green ooexist on Maui. But after :-u'.'-'.'l:.il'ig ot thie island's best
oy '.]n_'..'pim__',. eating and activities, 1|h,':|' FEMEALn GPIImESC:
“The island is home o many dedicated environmentalists,
and efforts o halt or severely curtail over-development grow
stronger by the year. We came away reassured.”

For visitors, the green guide’s electronic format will likely
provide a few |'-1.'|:|'||¢"-ui|'|__=: momems (how do yvou check a devail
on the road? IF you pring it out does it defeat the poine?). |
suspect only mwavel writers holiday with cheir liprops, bt

WwWith the Pacinc Wha

Foundation...snorkel swim

with green turtles, or watch

vhales in the shallow water
wihnaies | The shallow waters

of peaceful Ma'alaea.

irrespoctive, this one was relwctanc to pull hers our on a black
sand beach just vo check the area’s best green dining options. It
seemed o me thar it would be dhe -:|I|:|ix'k|.".'| way :l:fdm-.lrn:.'ing
the “local ered” I'd so happily gamered with my uber-cool bio-
diesel VW Beetle (nor to mention the |1n:|I:-||.'i|1 |1i'1:'.r||i||.l_'|.:
whale lot of zand in my keyboard?).

Instead, | setiled |||.a|i|1|_l.' far n.'J.-l!int_'; in advance, :umiu.t;
myself with a good map, some scrap paper for tips en roure,
and once | touched down, .1|.1.II:||.||:IIIiI:|E ihee gl.liu.li:h-l:-l:-k
mentality. The method proved perfect for Hawaiian oravel,
wihere a ligtle p|.1n|'|i|1|_; Pays aoft, bue I‘II.'l.'lliI:ll: FOUE WAy i% better.

Day 1:

Shunning the resorts of the West Coast, heading east along the
Hana Highway is a greenie’s dream. Roadside stalls sell
smoothies, fredh baked banana bread and organic fruis, o

you can stock up at the fabulous Mana wholefoods in the small
towen Pa'ia (not far from the airport).

Your destination may be Hana, but remembering ic's the
journey that counts will help: unless you leave carly and
exercise supreme discipling, irs a long day. It may only be
80 km each way, but the Hana Highway boasts narmow bridges,
|'|.1i|r|:-i||. murns, wnd glow, scenic rrJ.'l.'|.'|.|:ing. 1%|:||.|1|:.'|:|i|.1m. imclude
a dip ar Twin Falls; warching surfers ar Ho'okipa; devouring
fresh coconut with a view at Huelo lookour and tIJIJIiI:'IE the
black sand beach and lava rube of Waitanapanapa S Park. #
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Past Hana, Ohe'o Gulcha Pools are a gorgeous set of seven rockpools and organic
farms which offer regular tours: Ono Organics sell much of their produce to Hawaii's
best restaurants, while Laulima is owned by the family who stared the fantastic
vegan Californian restaurane chain, Calé Gratitude,

End the 4:|.|:|' with dinner in Pa'ias Fresh Mine (delicious CREtAriin Thai) and a
night ar a nearby B&B. Kuau Inn (www kuauinn.com) is owned by one of Maui's

l.lligin:l! ]Li|:l|'ll.-!"|- and i |'|i!_':.|||:.' recommendsed for a friies | Maul seay

Day 2:

Being an island filled with waterfalls and hiking trails, it’s easy 1o ger our apd walk on
WEHED O0A°TH 4 Maui. The founder of Hike Maui should know: Ken Schmit S
three years living in the jungle in the 1970%, before emerging to start Mauls firs
|1|.ki|:||_: CTHIRany. Cao 1.'.'ll-it|-;'-|‘| for the chance wo learn abowr Hawaii'’s diverse |'-|.|.|1l: life,
Thar way, when you do go alone, you'll know that the gorgeous leis made of the
broswn Kauai seed are 3 laxative if caten raw, and thar the sweetlv-named Mani ]
reported cure-all), acrually tastes like old cheese,

After lunch, point your Bio=Beetle north and head for Haleakala, the enormous
volcano crater dominating Maui's centre, where a lunar-like landscape is perched
¥048 metres above the ocean. Sunrise and sunser viewing are deservedly popular
here, just be sure o rake warm clodhes — it may be Hawaii, bur vou're higher than
koscluszkos peak and abowe the clowds up dhere, : i
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Day 3:

The Pacific Whale Foundarion oozes green credentials, Starced in 1980 by a group of

lacals concerned abour the future of the humpback whale, their trips o anorkel,
swim with green turtles or warch whales in the shallow warers of peaceful Ma'alaca,
are excellent, For visitors preferring to get more hands on, PWF coondinae
conservation volunteer experiences for as lictle as an afternoon, working on the
beaches or up at Haleakala Crater.

With much of Maui developed into resorts, it can be hard work w0 find one with
e you've read the green guide o help
e of the good ones: th

green cred to call home for the nighe. Ma
with the selection. The Fairmont Kea Lani i
the eco-products in their stores, cut chloring
schools rakse over 320,000 from recycling. Their ¢
end up in your Bio-Beetle, HI:.'EHI. can drag _1_.'|.1|.|m'[|' Ny from the resorr, theres a
T} m.—.ul.'-- L i|1||: Beac veactice the first ethos of green: reduce. Shedding
- this ml.dl. beach, .1|1'||r|.1m,|1 o rln.ns.l.rll'u' o

v the two gorgeous pools and helped
ing oil is even recycled and may

Sun White b a Iroclance joursalis who his regelirdy comtribused oe O Slapanine she oiffsens ber Aighas whan the iravels

TRIP NOTES

When to go:

Most Morth Americans hit Hanemaii
in December or January, in an
attempt (o escape thair winter
weather, For Aussies, this makes
QLI S Winber an even more
appeading trme 1o wisit = less rain
and feswer tourists,

How to get there:

Jerstar flies from Sydney 1o
Honolulu four times a week. Faras
s1aet from 5499 for a fetSaver Light
fare and 51300 for a StarChass fare,
Jetstar's carbon offset program
aflocates money to Fieldforce

to offer free envinonmental
consuliations in Australian homes,
Cantas flies to Honoluly six tmes 3
wieek with economy return airfanes
starting at 51169, Qantas also uses
Fieldforce's abatement programs
for its carbon offset program.

Guides:

Green Traveler Geides: Hiwall is a
famtastic e-quide; purchase online
fram wwwgreenirovelerguides.com
(US514.95 - about AS22.95)

Costs:

Accommadation mins from $100
for a B8, to 5300 fora room in-a
resoit, Youth hosteds and camping
are also good options for those
on a budget.

Bio-diesel car hire rates start at
LI554994 - about ASTS - a day
v bo-beetle com).

Everybody, every day
RAEeeds whpm’r@ 155 jLJIF‘{"
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