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If you're a renter who has just
tucked your power-sucking
electric heater under the bed for
another year, spring is the time
to acknowledge that life can't

go on like this. Warming a house
without breaking the budget

{or spewing endless carbon
emissions) takes forethought, so
as you thaw out this spring, start
thinking about how next year

can be different.
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1. MIND THE GAPS

Your first step is cheap and

easy. Begin by sealing up the
gaps below doors and around
windows. Door snakes can be
bought cheaply from hardware
stores or discount shops and will
keep the heat where you want
it. The tape for sealing doors

and windows is also surprisingly
cheap (about $3 a packet — get
it from a hardware store) and
will suit some, not all, situations.
Don't forget to block off the air
vents found in old houses, and
any disused fireplaces. Both
structures silently suck warm
air out of the room, making

any efforts to heat the place a
waste of tuime. We sealed vents
with clear contact for just a

few dollars and stuffed the
disused fireplace with balls of old
newspaper, making an instant
difference to the warmth of the
bedroom.




2. CURTAINS
Rental houses usually come
with hopeless curtains, a sad
fact given this is how to most
easily make your house warmer
in winter, or cooler in summer.
Buying curtains can blow a
renter’s budget in a second, so
be vigilant in looking for sales,
or buying second-hand at op
shops or on eBay, which has
surprisingly good options. The
thicker the better, and try to
hang them gquite tightly against
the window for improved
results. We spent 5279 on four
sets of IKEA curtains to cover
two sets of sliding glass doors
in this oversized lounge room.
Curtains arewvirtually useless
without pelmets, the old-fashioned
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3. CHEAP AND CHEERY

When presented with the
challenge to make this lounge

room even warmer after curtains,

pelmets and insulation had been
put in, Gavin Scott went creative:
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4. INSULATION
The 1000 rebate to landlords
for insulation of rental houses
is great news for tenants,
but unfortunately it's only
applicable to roofs, not under
floors. Insulating the roof will
give you the best results for
warmth in winter and cool in
summer, but in a house like
this one, where there are gaps
between the floorboards, the
wind whistles up into the space
day and night.
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=. DOUBLE GLAZING
Double glazing for renters?
Amazing, but true.
ClearComfort insulating
membrane is perfect for renters
as well as homeowners ona
tight budget. For $180.50 you
get a ClearComfort Super Kit,
complete with 1om x 1.6m of
membrane, double-sided tape
(the temporary stuff lasts six
months to a year, while the
permanent tape will see you
through five seasons) and the
all-important instructions.

The plastic membrane sits
about 1omm off the window to
create a gap where air becomes
trapped, so you do need the
right kind of windows to use
ClearComfort. Their website
{whana. clearcomfort.com.au) will
give you enough information
to determine whether this will
work for your house.

While our novice handyperson

b. DOUBLE CHECK
THOSE GAPS

By now, you'll be inspired by
your success, 5o check the
house again and seal any extra
gaps. We asked our handyman
to shave the top of a door that
wouldn't close, meaning we
could keep heat in the parts of
the house where we wanted
to. We also got vigilant with
floor rugs, putting them over
as many floorboards as possible
for the winter season.

'HE COST
All of the above can be done for
about $1000. But if you make
your own pelmets, get a bargain
set of curtains (or extra floor
rugs) from an op shop, garage
sale, or eBay, and DIY floor
insulation (or take up the roof
installation rebate available
from the government), you
could do everything above for
about $so0. While you may

not be able to guarantee how
long you stay in the house, by
taking up our rental retrofit
suggestions you'll benefit from
a far more comfortable (and
greener) living environment
while you do. =
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